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Welcome to this update on the World Dialogue Council ! 

This is the first of what we plan to be a regular newsletter about our 
work and the first after our recent Co-Chair meetings in London.            
I am very pleased to be able to announce that plans for a conference 
at Princeton  together with two new Dialogue Reports are now well 
underway and some initial details follow. 

This is a vital time at which to assess the impact and future role of 
dialogue.  A new Middle East is taking shape before our very eyes, yet 
the horror of 9/11 still casts a long and dark shadow.  It is a time of 
uncertainty and risk, yet also one of  hope, when the pace of political 
change in many countries is unprecedented.  One malign dimension 
remains sadly constant and that is the long running inability to resolve 
the Israel-Palestine issue. This is a central factor that drives many 
dimensions of tension and unrest.  But, beyond all these matters, there 
is also the global financial crisis which adds a further element of 
uncertainty and the potential risk of economic hardship leading to 
social unrest and yet more international tension. 

The recent winds of change across the Middle East show the impact of 
new thinking when linked to social movements that believe they 
actually have the power to make a difference. Part of this story has 
been the impact of new media, yet far older forces are also at work in 
new ways, with the power of religion being perhaps the most notable.  
We look forward, as a truly  multi-stakeholder community (that is thus 
unique in our field) to exploring the new realities that are coming to 
shape relations between Muslim and other communities around the 
world. A key part of this will be the need to assess carefully what really 
works in terms of initiatives to lessen tensions and overcome new and 
historic divides. Positive real-world impact is vital if dialogue is to bring 
about the improvements we need and we are well placed to 
undertake this work.  We are grateful for your support and input and I 
look forward to being in further contact and to your future involvement 
in the important work that lies ahead. 
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 Princeton Theological 

Seminary         

 

The Religious Dimensions of 
the New Middle East 

Will be the central focus of the conference       
and the Report to follow 

1

The conference will be multi-
disciplinary and bring together 
experts from International relations 
as well as ethics, theology and 
religious studies to join members of 
our own multi-stakeholder 
community. Key questions to be 
addressed will include: 
 

• Why did the Arab Spring 
happen now? 
 

• How important were the 
demographics of youth 
and the role of women? 

 

• What was the role of such 
economic factors as 
unemployment, 
inequalities of wealth and 
access to education? 

 
• How important were the 

issues of  human rights, 
inequality before the law 
and corruption? 

 
• What was the true impact of 

new  information 
technologies and social 
media ? 

 
What factors shaped the differing 
outcomes of the revolutions?   

• What were the roles and 
nature of popular 
aspirations and 
frustrations? 
 

2

• What understandings of 
democracy, freedom and 
participation in 
government were 
engaged? 
 

• What concepts of revolution 
really apply and were 
they truly leaderless? 

Looking at the religious dimensions 

• what role did religious 
leaders play? 
 

• What was the role of 
specifically religious 
ideas? 
 

• what was the impact of  
religious groups and 
minorities? 

 
• What was the impact of 

Sunni/Shia and other 
religious distinctions? 

What will be the likely future 
impact  

• Of economic challenges? 
• Of the possible perceived 

failure of new 
governments? 

• Of radical religious groups, 
parties and minorities? 

• Change for historic religious 
structures leaders and 
institutions? 

• For Christians and other 
religious minorities in the 
Middle East 

 

    

 

 

Professor Iain Torrance 

at the Commencement 
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The Chapel  
Of Princeton University 

 

  

From pure to applied: the impulse 
to move from love as disposition 
to love applied in action 
 

Humanitarianism in Islam  
By Islamic Relief 
 
“Wholly Living” 
Report by  Theos the 
Public Theology Think 
Tank 

 

Establishing the scale 
and potential for 
multifaith practical 
cooperation  Many 
Faiths, Common Action 
The November 2010 
framework put forward 
by the Global Initiative 
for Faith, Health and 
Development  

Indonesia and the 
Philippines – two country 
case studies of the role of 
Faith Inspired 
Organizations in 
Development 

Faith Roles and Interfaith 
Cooperation:  the case 
of Aceh   by Elizabeth 
Laferriere 

Women, Religion and 
Peace  By Katherine 
Marshall and Susan 
Hayward of the World 
Faiths Development 
Dialogue, The Berkley 
Center at Georgetown. 

It is also intended to assess the 
existing achievements and 
expanding potential for practical 
multi-faith cooperation on issues of 
shared concern for  which the 
Common Word letter has provided 
renewed impetus.  

As part of this process it is planned to 
use the resources assembled for our 
forthcoming WDC Dialogue Report 

Neighbours In Need and Neighbours 
In Deed: Exploring the scale and 
potential for practical multi-faith 
cooperation in Aid, Development and 
Health. 

Sections of this work would invite 
further engagement with the 
following topics: 

From the Love of God to the love of 
neighbour: The imperative and 
potential for interfaith cooperation: 
An overview  By A. Macdonald-
Radcliff 

The theological understandings of 
love of God and Neighbour 

Loving the Neighbour a 
Muslim Perspective 

 By H.E. Dr Ali Gomaa 
 

Common Word and the love 
of God and Neighbour  

 By Dan Madigan SJ et al 
 

Walāya and the law of Love 
in Islam   
By Reza Shah-Kazemi,  
 

 

 

H.E. Dr Gomaa, His Beatitude 
Patriarch Theophilos and HE Grand 
Mufti Ceric (Front row) with Mr. Nakle 
El Hage, Dr Ibrahim Negm and 
Bishop Richard Chartres (behind) 
leaving St Paul’s Cathedral after the 
Public Forum with the Prime Ministers of 
Australia and the United Kingdom during 
the London G20 meeting. 

 

The Neighbour in Need and 
the Neighbour in Deed  
 
This WDC Dialogue Report exploring the scale 
and potential for multi-faith cooperation on 
practical issues will provide a subsidiary theme 
for the conference     
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The Co-Chairs held 
successful meetings this 
Summer at the residence of 
the Bishop of London in the 
Old Deanery of St Paul’s 
Cathedral 

 

 

 
The World Dialogue Council is an initiative that has its origins in the 
Council of One Hundred Leaders (C-100) West-Islamic Dialogue originally 
launched by the World Economic Forum in response to the tragedy of 
9/11 and later became the C1 World Dialogue before taking new form 
as the World Dialogue Council. 
 
The World Dialogue Council is now an autonomous body comprising the 
world’s foremost  multi-stakeholder community dedicated to imrproving 
relations between the many worlds of  Islam and the West. It thus 
engages public figures, business and religious leaders, as well as NGO’s 
and media leaders.   
 
The overall Mission and Vision of the World Dialogue Council “is to support 
and promote, propagate and preserve, peace harmony and friendship 
between the Western and Islamic Worlds” And “to do this in accord with 
the two greatest Commandments given us: to love God and our fellow 
neighbour – as called for by the historic A Common Word open letter of 
October 13th 2007.”  In practical terms it therefore seeks 
 

• to improve the mutual understanding in and between cultures 
and religions;  

• to bring together those engaged in dialogue who wish to share 
insights and ideas that can enhance practical initiatives;  

• to promote partnerships and collaboration between the various 
sectors of society and across cultures (including governments, 
private sector, media, civil society, religious communities and 
academia);  

• to catalyse new projects and to mobilize additional support for 
existing work with proven record of success  

 
At present it seeks in particular to provide thought leadership, analysis 
and resources in support of more effective Muslim West dialogue  
through publication of its Dialogue Reports that will help to provide the 
knowledge-base for the actions needed to achieve sustainable harmony 
peace, stability and mutual flourishing. 

 
 

Summer  
Co-Chair Meetings 

 

Bishop Chartres and Grand Mufti  Dr. 
Ali Gomaa were joined by Bishop 
Mouneer Anis, Anglican Primate of 
the Middle East with Dr Negm and 
Canon Macdonald-Radcliff  

The Director General 
Looks forward to following up 

personally with the members of 
our Community  

and welcomes feedback: 
 

macrada@mac.com 

 



 

 

  

 

RECENT AND  FUTURE 
EVENTS IN WHICH WE HAVE 
PARTICIPATED 

 

1

The Doha Pre-Forum meeting 
for Civil Society  in preparation 
for the Alliance of Civlizations 
Annual Forum Held in Qatar in 
May 2011 

The  International Conference 
on Christians in the Holy Land 
Lambeth Palace Monday 
18 - Tuesday 19 July 2011 
 
The 26th Caux Round Table 
Global Dialogue:  
”Must there be a Clash of 
Civilizations?” 

In Washington, D.C. on July 28th 
and 29th at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce headquarters 

The international conference 
"Enhancing Sustainable Growth 
and Economic Co-operation on 
a Global Scale",  

Organised jointly by the Federal 
Ministry of Economics and 
Technology and the OECD, in 
Berlin on 6-7 October 2011. 

10ème Forum Européen pour le 
Développement Durable et une 
Entreprise Responsable, 
“Normalisation des pratiques 
RSE et nouveaux business  
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models : Paris	  8.	  
 
The Third International Seminar 
on International Relations and 
Religions, Trento,  Italy,  
October. 

 
The Conference on  
Religion, change and 
development,  
Wilton Park,  
United Kingdom, October 
 
 
The Lisbon Forum: "The "Arab 
spring": a major step towards 
making human rights real", at 
the Ismaili Centre, Lisbon, 3-4 
November 2011  

The Fourth Forum of The 
Alliance of Civilizations,  
Doha, Qatar 
December 2011 
 

The WDC Conference  on the 
New Middle East 

Hosted by the Princeton 
Theological Seminary 

December, 2011 

The World Dialogue 
Council 
www.wdc.org  

HE Dr Mustafa Ceric and 
Professor Miroslav Volf         
(above left  and below): 
Lord Carey (middle) with Mr. 
Xavier Guerrand Hermes and 
Canon A. M-R (on his righ) and 
Professor Volf on his left)    
 
On right 
H.E. Dr Ceric meeting              
H,H. Pope Benedict   
 
H.E. Cardinal McCarrick with                
The Revd. Welton Gaddy and        
Professor Ingrid Mattson 
 
On right 
Professors Abdallah Schleifer 
and John Esposito in Cairo 


